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Lesson 1 – Christianity is a Worldview 
“When the cosmic battle came to an end … the agony of the Cross had in some way gotten into everything.”                        -- St. Hippolytus

Introduction.  We live in a culture that is morally indifferent -- where Christian values are mocked and immorality in high places is ignored and rewarded.  When Christians do make a good faith effort to halt this slide into barbarism, we are maligned as intolerant and bigoted.  Many of us have concluded the “culture war” is over and we have lost.  Our only responsibility is to live our own life christianly, guide our families likewise, wait for Jesus to return and let the culture go to hell.  We ignore our responsibility to redeem the culture and in the process our Christianity has become privatized and marginalized.  But nagging within us, we know that Christianity offers the world the only viable and rationally defensible answer to our moral decay.  We know that “all truth is God’s truth” as the early church fathers used to say, and that this truth is the comprehensive framework for all of reality.  In fact, the entire cosmos (material and moral) only makes sense in its relationship to its Creator.  Our failures in cultural engagement are evident in many ways.  We cannot answer our children’s questions and are often incapacitated in our ability to prepare them for the real challenges they face.  We cannot defend why we believe what we believe.  We cannot seem to make the Christian worldview relevant to our modern society.  

In this series of lessons we will understand what a worldview is. We will analyze competing worldviews, secular and religious, by examining how each answers the following questions:  

1. Where did we come from and who are we? (Creation)

2. What has gone wrong with the world? (Fall)

3. What can be done to fix it? (Redemption and Restoration)

We will see that the Christian worldview gives the most reasonable answers and best solutions. In the concluding lessons we will examine most every institution within our society and show why the Christian worldview gives the most coherent way of living in it.

Chapter 1 – A New Creation.  The story is told of Dr. Jorge Crespo at the Garcia Moreno Prison in Quinto, Ecuador.  By demonstrating that the forces of hell can be conquered by the power of the heaven working through his Christian worldview, Jorge Crespo helped create a whole new world for others.

Chapter 2 – Christianity is a Worldview.  A “worldview” is simply the sum total of one’s beliefs about the world. Renewal can occur when Christians are committed to living their faith by seeing the world as God sees it.  Our choices and actions are shaped by our worldview.  We cannot relegate Christianity to only one compartment of our life – our own personal salvation.  We are compelled to see Christianity as a total life system (a worldview) that interprets the world for us and makes life more rational, more productive and more fulfilled by almost every measure.  In this series we will learn how to better understand and evangelize those who are hostile to our faith (Great Commission), and will be given tools to bring all things into submission under God’s order (Cultural Commission).  To engage the world, however, requires that we understand and compete for people’s minds as well as their hearts.  The culture war is not just about abortion, homosexual rights, public education, etc.  These are only skirmishes.  The real war is a cosmic struggle between the Christian worldview and various worldviews arrayed against it.

BIBLE STUDY:  Mt 28:18-20; 5:13-16; Acts 17:16-17; I Pet 3:15; Jn 1:1; Rom 13:1-4; Mt 5:45

QUESTIONS

1. What is a worldview?  How has failing to see Christianity as a worldview crippled Christians?

2. What are the different ways in which Christians have viewed their relationship to culture?
3. In what areas of your life does your worldview have an impact on culture?
4. Classify yourself today using the following Table.  Where would you like to be?
How should a Christian live within his or her culture?  Withdraw?  Give in?  Take over?  Engage to some degree?  Or, transform the culture?  In  his classic work Christ and Culture, Yale professor H. Richard Niebuhr noted five types of responses among those who call themselves Christians.
	Relationship to Culture
	Scriptural Focus
	Contributions
	Problems

	1 - Christ Against Culture

          “separatists”
Radical Fundamentalism 

Rejects any loyalty to culture.  Church separates itself into its own community

Tertullian, Monastics

Mennonites, Puritans, Quakers

Pacifists


	“Come out (of the world) and be separate” (2 Cor 6:17)

 “Do not love the world”  … The world is seen in terms, “the lust of the flesh..eyes..pride”  ( I Jn 2:15-17)

“(You have) passed out of darkness into the light” (1 Pet 2:9 ) 

“The foolishness of God is greater than the wisdom of men” 

(1 Cor 1:25)


	Monastics have been the conservers  and  transmitters of culture. 

Pacifists have promoted peace, reform, and prison work.  

Moments of withdrawal are important for all Christians


	Premises are self refuting, e.g., we can’t “not be in culture”

God loves the whole world, not just the church (Jn 3:16)

There is no escape from loving our non-Christian neighbor. Its not just love of our brother (Lk 10:27-37)

We are called to be “in the world, but not of it” (Jn 17:15-18)

I Jn is not balanced by Rms 13

	2 – Christ Of Culture

     “accomodaters”

Liberal Christianity

Accepts the cultural rule of the church.  Seeks to disentangle the gospel from “outdated notions”

Believes Christianity needs to compete with modern thought
	See Christ as a great moral teacher and private spiritual savior.  He accomplishes some things for us that we cannot do for ourselves

Christ found some secular men wiser than those of faith (Lk 16; 10:30-37)

Universal “Fatherhood of God” and “Brotherhood of man”


	See themselves as missionaries to the societal groups in power, the aristocracy and intellectuals

Fiercely multi-cultural (many conservatives, however, forget the multicultural nature of the Bible)

Actively participate to maintain our social institutions.  Have a strong social agenda
	Low view of Scriptural authority  (2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 1:21)

Non-Trinitarian. Jesus is the God-Man, not a divine spirit (Jn 1:1,14) 

Christianity is not a way of life, but the way ( Jn 14:6)

“Fatherhood of God” only pertains to believers (1 Jn 2:22,23) 

	3 – Christ Above Culture

            “co-rulers”

Radical Catholicism/Fundamentalism

Thomas Aquinas and followers.

Church rules the culture.  Church should take over and exert its rule in society


	Christ is King of kings (Rev 19:16)

Christ is head over all rule and authority (Col 2:10)

Christ rules the world and man is called to build the culture on His est-ablished foundations (Mt 16:18;7:24)
	High view of the Divine Nature of Christ

High view of God’s sovereignty and worship 

Appreciate the universality and radical nature of sin
	Because Christ is sovereign doesn’t mean that the church is (Eph 5:23)

Christ said His Kingdom is “not of this world” (Jn 18:36)

Our citizenship and rule is in heaven (Phil 3:20; 1 Cor 6:2)


	4 – Christ Engager of Culture

               “engagers”

Lutheranism

Church and culture are two parallel “kingdoms” (heaven and earth) in tension.  The Christian lives in conflict between two moralities as a citizen of both “worlds”

Martin Luther

“Dualists”
	High view of Scriptural authority

Some claim this is Paul’s motif -- dying to self and being raised with Christ and incomplete without the death of body.  Paul’s continuing inner struggle (Rms 8:14-25)

The cross and the resurrection are the beginning of God’s work of redeeming the culture
	Obedience to God requires obedience to the institutions He set up as well

Acknowledge the contributions of secular culture seeing God at work in governments, vocations, social institutions, families 

Acknowledge the paradoxes of law and grace, wrath and mercy 

Christians are to be fully engaged in their cultures


	At every moment the Christian lives with great tension with no full resolution.  Life is both tragic and joyful with no solution to the dilemma this side of death

Encourage dualistic solutions to tough issues, e.g., faith and reason, church and state, economic life, cultural ethics and Christian faith

Tend to legalize the gospel

	5 – Christ Transformer of Culture
              “transformers”

Evangelicalism

Christ is seen as the converter of humankind.  First individuals are transformed then they, as the Body of Christ, become the transformers of the culture

The church is to be the salt and light to a bland and dark world (Cultural Commission)

Athanasius

Augustine

John Calvin

Jonathan Edwards


	Great Commission (Mt 28:18-20) Cultural Commission (Mt 5:13-16)

Christ is the Creator of all (Jn 1:3). Even though all of humankind fall, God still loves all and sends his Son to save them (Jn 3:16).  God starts with the re-birth of the individual to eternal life -- a new quality of life for now as well as eternity.  God implants His Holy Spirit within His new creation (Rms 8:9) and this becomes the hope for the conversion of all humanity and our cultural life

God establishes the state as His “minister” to be a restrainer of evil and a promoter of its welfare (Rms 13:1-7)
	See Christianity as a total worldview wherein Christ and His influence pervades every aspect of culture

Recognize sin in the world and confront it.  May be involved in political action, but the main weapon is the gospel, bringing it to the world and to whose lives seem ruined

Change the atmosphere of the culture, standing up for what is right, applying God’s Word wherever possible, doing what they can to transform the culture through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Attempt to influence society to see that God’s will is done “on earth as it is in heaven”
	May tend to minimize the Cultural Commission in favor of the Great Commission

Many times transformational activities don’t go beyond personal salvation and the building of strong families

Comfortable in the new life Christ gives upon personal conversion and not necessarily comfortable in the role of a transformer of culture
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